
 

CABINET  

29 July 2021 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET CONSULTATION 

Report of the Strategic Planning Manager 

 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that  Cabinet notes and ratifies the Council’s response to 
Hampshire County Council’s ‘Balancing the Budget’ and Public Health 
consultations at Appendix 1. 
 

Summary 
 
Hampshire County Council (HCC) is consulting publicly on the options for finding £80M 
savings over 22/23 and 23/24, including reductions in Public Health service budgets. The 
Council’s response has been agreed under delegated powers due to the consultation 
deadline falling before this Cabinet meeting date and is attached at Appendix 1 for 
ratification. 

Statutory Powers 
 
Section 1 of the Localism Act 2011 i.e. the Local Authority's general power of competence, 
including power to act for the benefit of its area or persons resident or present in its area. 

 

Strategic Implications  

1. This report relates to all of the Corporate Plan (2015-2025) objectives. While 
the Council is taking its own actions to improve outcomes for residents, overall 
quality of life depends on a range of factors including the quality and quantity 
of Hampshire County Council’s services. Eastleigh Borough Council has a 
community leadership role to advocate for residents of the Borough. 
 

Introduction 

2. HCC is consulting publicly on the options for finding around £80M savings 
over 22/23 and 23/24 (in addition to savings of £560M already found over the 
last 13 years from targeting services, sharing and selling services to external 
organisations, charging residents for services, and procurement). 

The consultation runs from 7/6/21 to 18/7/21. Full details are available online: 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/balancin
g-the-budget. 

HCC is simultaneously consulting (from 14/6/21 to 9/8/21) on reductions to 
Public Health budgets. Full details are available online: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/balancing-the-budget
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/balancing-the-budget
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https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/public-
health-consultation. 

3. Due to the deadline for the ‘Balancing the budget’ consultation falling ahead of 
this Cabinet meeting the response (for both consultations) has been agreed 
under delegated powers and has been submitted to HCC ahead of the 
consultation deadline on 18 July 2021. 

Consultation options 

4. HCC proposes a range of options to identify savings: 

(a) Introducing and increasing charges for some services 

(b) Lobbying central Government for legislative change:  

(i) introducing charging for: school transport, use of Household 
Waste and Recycling Centres (HWRCs), concessionary travel 
and bus passes. 

(ii) Funding for social care and libraries 

(iii) Changes to domiciliary care charging 

(iv) Changes to statutory duties in relation to libraries. 

(c) Generating additional income  

(d) Using the County Council’s reserves 

(e) Reducing and changing services: a large number of possible service 
changes (pages 16 to 36 in the consultation Information Pack). The 
Council’s response at Appendix 1 addresses a number of these 
proposals. The average budget saving is calculated at around 6%, with 
particularly high percentage reductions for Hampshire Outdoor 
Services (81%), School Crossing Patrols (100%), Waste services 
(17%) and Transport services (33%). 

(f) Increasing Council Tax: a rise of 4% is already assumed (still requiring 
additional £80M savings) and above which a referendum would be 
required. 

(g) Changing local government arrangements in Hampshire: HCC favours 
a 2-tier system but identifies £40M savings over time from 
reorganisation to a single tier.  

Financial Implications 

5. There are no immediate financial implications from this report.  The Council 
will not accept liabilities or costs arising out of HCC budget reductions. HCC 
service changes arising from budget reductions may affect joint arrangements 
with the Council and therefore there may be an implication for Council costs 
and/or income. If HCC proceeds with certain reductions in discretionary 
service budgets, this may have cost implications for EBC e.g. in managing a 
higher volume of homelessness cases. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/public-health-consultation
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/public-health-consultation
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/consultation/balancing-the-budget-informationpack-2021.pdf
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Risk Assessment 

6. By providing a response to the consultation the Council seeks to minimise any 
harmful impact of HCC budget reductions on quality of life of Eastleigh 
borough residents. 

7. The success of some the Council’s own activities may be reduced in areas 
where they rely on joint working with HCC services.  

Equality and Diversity Implications 

8. The Equality Act is relevant to the decision in this report as the decision does 
relate to eliminating discrimination, advancing equality of opportunity, or 
fostering good relations between different people.  An Equality Impact 
Assessment has not been carried out for this response but would be expected 
of HCC for significant services changes, as many proposals affect people with 
protected characteristics, in particular older and younger people, and people 
with disabilities. 
 

Climate Change and Environment Implications 

9. The environmental implications of HCC’s proposals are shown in Appendix 1. 
Some proposals will require residents to travel further, leading to increased 
transport-related carbon emissions. Proposed reductions in public and 
community transport services mean that if bus journeys are replaced by more 
private petrol and diesel cars, carbon from transport would increase.  
 

Conclusion 

10. Cabinet is asked to note and ratify the consultation response at Appendix 1. 

DICCON BRIGHT 
STRATEGIC PLANNING MANAGER 

 
Date: 5 July 2021 
Contact Officer: Diccon Bright  
Tel No: 023 8068 8436 
e-mail: diccon.bright@eastleigh.gov.uk 
Appendices Attached: 1 – EBC response to the HCC ‘Balancing the Budget’ and 

Public Health consultations 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D 

The following is a list of documents which disclose facts or matters on which this 
report or an important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material 
extent in the preparation of this report. This list does not include any published works 
or documents which would disclose exempt or confidential information. 

None 
 


